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pon which Supplies were granted to theſs . 
Congregations of the Separating- Brethrenzg 
who applied for the ſame. B- 
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2 che Miniſtry ; 5 9 of this 8 


nod; and the many falſe and calumnious R.. 
GWE: | ports, raiſed and in luſtriouſly,{ cad . then 1 
| 8 Ming this bad End; p _—_ 
x HH ing that ropt all R. 4 9 1 
* S Diſcipline, of Chriſt's Houſe, becauſe we _ J 
| bave not proceeded. to Eccleſiaſtick. RY 
gainſt them, before we granted Supply to ſome * 5 
| of their Congregations, who had applied for 3 4 
the ſame; They ere e, judge it theie _ 
Duty, to bring forth the w 
to open View, for t | 
il cation, and that t and. LUCCECALL 
4 have ſtudy” 


V to che Rules of the: Word, 
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they came to this — Atendlag to » 
55 theſe Congregations of the . 1 
thren, who applied for the ſame, and then, 
by giving the Reaſons why they at length fp: 
the ſaid Congregations; And Jaſt]y, O- 
pen e Grounds on which they did ſo; 11 
without Coding at firſt Inſtance, to inflik 2 
any forma] Eccleſiaſtict Cenſure upon the Mi- 
I — oß theſe Congregations, altho? other- 
ways, they Juſtly deſerved the ſame. _ M7 
he World will eaſily ſee, how ſlowly the 14 


1 + my | Synod moved, before they came to a full Pur- 


poſe to grant ky. to the Congregations of 
| 155 8 eparating Miniſters, from the following 
Ac of their Conduct in this Matter, Ne 
| from the Minutes of nod. 75 
The awful Schiſn and Rupture, which oc- it 
caſioned the Supplies ſpoken of, was permit. 
ted to fall out, in adorable Providence, at E- 


72 #inburgh, upon the gth of April 1747, when 


13 Munters and to Elders went off fromthe 
Snod, in a moſt irregular Manner, leaving 
16 Miniſters, and, at leaſt 13 Elders behind 
em, among whom were the Moderator and 
Clerk. This was the Je/er Number of wen- 
ty three, withdrawing from the greater Num- 
ber of twenty nine Members, and that with- 
out pretend ing to make a Seceſſion from them, 


baut on the contrary, arrogating to themſelves ©} q 
the whole Power of the Court, tho they were 
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the Nander er at leaſt by ſix. And tho? their * 
rwards ar 8 by by the falling 11 


N of bone WES + them, and ſoy Jn -Y 
view 0e! of their own rode Aw, he 2 
Thave pretended to Ordain, yet that makes * Rx 
BA as to their new and unprecedented Con 
5 itution, for tho? there were an Hundred f _ 
. them now, they were no moe when they firſt . = 
A. uſurped the Power of the Afſoctate Synod, but 
23 to 29, as appears from the — of that 
Mi. Sederunt, at which they made the Separat. 
on; which is the very reverſe of Presbyteria ng 
Principles, and makes their Conſtitution abſo- 1 

lutely null and new ; and that it was a W of 
One indeed, is confeſſed and acknowledged | 
by themſelves, for Mr. Jobn Cleland Minifier. 2» 
Fat Balphron, tho? formerly a Member of tlie 
Aſſociate Synod, was added to the Roll of theie 
4 pretended Meeting of Synod April 15, 1747, 2 _— 

as may be ſeen in the Introduction to their 
A, and Proceedings Page 10, And at the = 
= firſt Meeting of ſome ſeparating. Miniſters, _ 
0 within the and of the Aſſociate Preshytet ,; Me 
4 | of Dunfermline, in Subordination to hate new 1 
4 Conſtitute Synod, at Perth, "May 5th, tarefaid 
Fear, it appears from the Minutes of ca pre. —— 
1 tended Presbytery, p ubliſhed in the Narra- 
tive of their ACA rea Page 47, That Mr. 
John Erskine and Mr. William Mair, having 
declared their Satisfaction with the Conſtituti- 1 
on of. Synod, as conſtitute at Edinburgh A: 
pril toth, and their Willingneſs to take their 
Y Seat as Members of that Presbytery, av 
7 © now ConsSTITUTE id Subordination to 
yt dhe Synod ag. PRESENTLY 3 | 
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they 49D theſe, who were formerly Mem- 
| ers, to their Roll, as if they had never been 


However, no ſooner had they paſſed theic 
extravagant Acts, aſſerting, and further afſert- 
ing their new Conſtitution, and finding that the 
Whole Power and Authority of the Aſſociate © 
Synod; was devolved on them, and that the || « 


* ** « % 


” ' Majority both of Miniſters and Elders, from 
E "whom they had ſeparated, had fallen from all 
Right and Title to any preſent actual Exerciſe 
Y of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, than 
preſently, theſe ſeparating Miniſters demand- 
dd their reſpective Seſſions to conſtitelte in Sub- 
= ordination to their ne Conſtitute Synod, and Þ — 
F  'approveof their Acts and Proceedings, ſeveral” | Pl 
Months before. they came to publick View, re. 
A lonths before they came to publick View, re. 
ing to hold Seſſion with any Elders, but 
| ſuch as were willing to ſubordinate to that Con- 
. Mitution, before they knew what it wat; and y 4 
refuſing ſcaling Ordinances to ſuch, as would 'g}7 
not promile before Hand, to ly open to their 
neu Light, before it was brought forth; which 
was upòn the Matter a requiring them, to pin 
their Faith entirely to their Sleeve, or to be- 
lieve as they pretended tobelieoee. 
This arbitrary Impoſition upon the Conſci- 
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caſioned ſeveral heavy Complaines from 7 1 


4 Jors, and conſiderable Numbers in the Congra- 


gations of ſome of theſe ſeparating Brethren, 


which were tabled before the Meeting of the 


| Affeciate Synod at Sirling June 17, 1 7475 


8 ſuch as, 
1 Repreſentation from Jen Elders: of the. 


i | Aﬀociate Seffion of Linlithgow, who had pro. 
teſted againſt Mr. Andrew Clarkſon and three 


; of his Fiders for conſtituting the Heſſton in Sub. 
| ordination to the neu Conſtituse Synod," and 


ders refuſed to allow them to fit with them; 
but in Subordination to the new Conſtitution ; 
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1 complaining that He, and the aid three > IK 


and when they infiſted upon their Privilege, 


Mr. Clarkſon took hold of the Minutes (the 
| Clerk being one of the Proteſters) and with bis 


three Elders, withdrew from the ordinary - 
| Place of Meeting, and tee d Seſſion by them. 


Abbes: ; and therefore craving the Synod's Ad- 

vice what to do In their preſent — 
There was read alſo an Extract from the 

fs Minutes of the Aſſociate Seſſion of Hadaag- 
S jZoun, dated at Haddingtoun May 4th 1747s 
5 die That after the Seſſion was conſtitute 
b Mr, Robert Archibald as Moderator, He 
> ſaid Mr, Archibald told the Seſſion, that 


— 


de looked up on their fitting with Him, to be 


an ap of the Separation, made by him 
and approving his Brethren at the laſt Synod, 
18 that he evuld not fit in Seſſion With any, 
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_. - ab wheredf be was a 4 , N That TS 
don thirteen Elders and H ve Deacons protefied 
That their fitting in Seſſion, ſhall not be con. | 
ſtrued an Homologation of the Moderator's | 
being a Member of a new pretended Synod, 
which he publickly from the Pulput, and now Fa UC 
 fudicially declares himſelf to be. That im- {Wo! 
|  mediately thereafter, the Moderator proteſted gt 
nnn his own Name, and in the Name of all that 4 
mmould adhere to him, that he and they could £1 
'_  a& in no other Capacity, than in a Subordina- 
tion to that, which his Brethren of the oppo- 7 
ſite Side, call'd a new pretended Synod, and ff a 
thereupon took Inſtruments; and there adher: | 1 
ed to him ve Elders and two Deacons. At 4 
the ſame Time the above Number of thirteen : 
c _  Elders'and ive Deacons proteſted, that it ſhall 'a 
bd lawful and warrantable for them (bein by 
= far the Majority) to act as the Seſſion of the 4 
Aſſociate Congregation of Haddingtoun, and di 
apply the Presbytery of Edimbur, 15 in Subor- | ; ö 
 drnation to the old Aſſociate Synod, for a Mi- 1 
niſter to hold Ae Joop with them, and diſpenſe | 
Ordinances to the ſaid Congregation. Upon 
the other Hand, Mr. Archibald — | 
teſted, ( that his paſtoral Relation to the Aſ- 
ſociate Congregation of 24 Lothian thould, 
© remain firm and valid, that He and the 1 


4 


5 


% Members of Seſſion adhering to him, are by. 12 

Ache only lawful and right conſtitute ele: by 125 
» of the ſaid Congregation, and _ Gay ſhall | 

=. act accordingly ; ; and that the ll apply þ 7 73 | 

13 to the Jud, catories to wh they to have 9 & 
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ko” 


3 
con. The "Reaſons: fu n the err bie + Fon 
cor's of the. thirteen * dert and five Deacons, to 
W which a great. Body . of the cople. tay . 
v adhered, as given A 10. the foreſaid. Meeting 
1 nod, are in Subſtance, as follow 1. 
That Mr. Arc bibald had declared, that no 
Fresbytety ot Seflion, was, or could be law. 
WM ful in thejr Conſtitution, ut in a Subordinatt- 
on to'the Synod, hich fit mer at Mr. Gig 
By Houſe April 10th 17 47... (2 2.) That he Had 
d | aſſerted from the Pl 15 That the 17 * 
from whom he and A, had ſeparated, Rad 
1 deſerted 1 the T, eſtimony, had made Ad in Fu. 
van of Sin, had given "Liberty. to Perjury, 
and Conſcience-debauching Oaths, that he ex- 


horted the People to Par yi from them, . and 


to ſide themſelves, for that he was f d, ad- 
ding, If God be God follow him, If Baal, fol. 
le him. That thus the Sabbath was greatly 
profaned, by ſpending the Time in tearing 
the Characters of his Brethren, and thereby 
3 occaſjoning idle Debates. among Chriſtians on 
the Lord's Day, to the marring of the Succeſs 
i a [8 the Goſpel, and hardening-the Wicked in + 
Sin. (3.) That ſince the Controyerſy about 
the Burgeſs Oath was the Ground of the Se- 
3 | Paration, an and ſince Mr. Archibald had alledg- 

1 1 ed, that all who did not join him in that Mat- 
ter, had, turned their Backs upon. the Teſti- _ 
wonyz the Blood of ſuch as could op Gs ſee 
if wg NG Oath to * * (it ras ras their Fo, 
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part F 


G - . | - b Fare f a , * bs N 2 _—_ ; 5 5 on ” N 8 „ 8 5 ” 0 , 4 1 : 9 * ; | . q 
inst to ſee it) muſt ly upon Mr, Archibald 
Heid, in regard he had never given publick 
q „ N 


| Teſtimony againſt the Sinfulneſs 'of it, before 


o 


te Separation. (4.) That a blind implicite 
. Subſe Wien was required of them to their new 
Conſtitution, and their Acts and Proceedings, 
and particularly to their tearing of their Bre- 


92 


- thren's Commiſſion, and finding that they had 
fallen from all Right and Title to any preſent Li 
"actual Exerciſe of the Keys of the Kingdom |; 'S 
"of Heaven. (5.) That the ſaid $44 wa did 

not fee e of their Miniſters and 
"others, from the Aſſociate. Synod, to be war- 
ranted in the Word of God, the Standards of 
"this Church, or in any of the Teſtimonies e- 
mitted by this Synod, or by the Practice of the 
reformed Churches in any former Period, That 
on the contrary the ſaid Separation had thrown 
the Church of Chriſt, into Diſorder, and con- . 
{equently could not be of God, who is not in 
the. Aut bor of Confuſion but of Peace. Their 
Petition, upon the whole, bears, that ſince 
they are debarr'd from the Ordinances of the 
Golpel as diſpenſed by Mr. Archibald, unleſs 
they blindly ſubje& to the new Conſtitution 

and their arbitrary Proceedings, that therefore F 
the Synod would take their clamant Caſe into n 
"Conſideration, and think upon Means for their } 

n 

There was read likeways a Petition, fign'd 
5 by three Elders, and ſeveral Members of the 


=" 


- _Alſociate Congregation in the Eaſt © 


Fife, | 
veaing, "That fye of the Elders had made 
* 1 n 15 4 * : Ws. 2 *. | l » 2 5 * $7 4 4 » # , 
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the Rupture, il 20. 1747, Whither ne? 
might not give Atteſtations, to fuch® in the” © = 
Congregation, as ſcrupled to apply, at preſent. 
to the ſeparating Miniſters, to get the Benefit 
of ſealing Ordinances from the other Aſſociate 
* |Minifters, who were continuing upon their 
former Footing, ay and untill they get further 
Light in the preſent Controverſy * This Mos | 
tion was proteſted againſt by Mr. Wilham, 
Campbell the Moderator, as inconſiſtent with 
their As of Synod at their laſt Meeting, and 
rejected by the Majority of the Seſſion; i 
-— {whereupon the ſaid fve Elders proteſted, that 
they' ſhould be at Liberty to atteſt { uch of the 3 = 
Congregation as ſhould apply to them, to re- 
ceiye ſealing Ordinances from ſuch Afocrare” 
Miniſters as were ſtanding upon the Grounds 
{their Hceſſion from the preſent Fudicatories, 
In Conſequence hereof, the Petition bears a 
Complaint of Mr. Campbell's raſh and trregulas 
Separation, and his impoſing new and doubt- 
ful Terms of Communion upon them, contrary 
o Rom. xiv. 1. Him that is weak in the Fu ö 
receive ye, but not to doubtful Diſput ation: 
and craves the Synod's Advice how to act and _ 
„ pehave in their preſent Difficultiee. 
Notwithſtanding of the Clamancy of the 
| bove Repreſentations and Petitions, the Synod * 
* nelay d giving any Particular Anſwor'to them 
4, e preſent, and-the Moderator was defied e, 
i 2 Name of the Synod, to ſignify to the Comm. 
ioners, that it is the Mind of the Synogy + - 
„ ET Te as Oo 
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3 dare Fapar dei Ip, not obſerving the Fal 5 


e, till 225 come 10 4 e . 
275 "and inthe wenn Time, that they ellay | 
A liligent Search, . into the Fra Fi of 
eee, 6 een and Controverſy with 

| cople,, and humble them - 
= mighty Hand of God, be- 
EY * $a leofihe ad LY ns of his righteous | 

- 4. Anger Zone forth againſt uss. 

ü "When — Aſfeciate Synod met a1 Du erm 
5 Toe Sept. 2d. ſoreſaid Near, there were Fetiti 
| ng by the Committee of Bulls tothe 
- Synod, - from the three Congregations above 
os named, craving, that ſince the former Grounds] 
withdta wing from their Miniſters til ſub- 
ſihed, and tliat there was no A earance of 
- their returning to their Duty, that therefore 
the. Synod would be pleaſed to appoint then 
of Preaching, and an grdain d Miniſte 
ale the Sacrament of Baptiſm | to their 


| el) had refuſed ſealing Ordinances te 
2 would not profels that they were wil 


Pretendad Spuod was giving them, however 


2 much they were convinced at preſent, that the 


Steps they had taken were contrary to the 
Word of God, and the approven Acts and Con: 
ens this Church, and like ways to ſuck 

; udicially acknowledge: befor 


Children. The Reaſons ſupporting the Petition 
85 BY from Ceres, were, that their Miniſter Mr. 


N to dhe New Light which the 5 


* 


— in Fase lot; 1 IS that 

| not ſubmit to theſe ne 0 and ftr ange Les 

; 110 , without offering nanifeſt V 

to th Lig of tac Canf 


" Fre Terms N and that — were 
villfully going aſtray, and led anten by Sa. 
tan at his Will, with ſeveral other bitter lavec- 74 4 

tives of this Kind; adding, that ſome of them 

had, notwithitanding 2 Rail apr + 

plyed to him for fo Sacrament of Raphi 
their Children, but he pe remptorily refuſed 
them, unleſs they would, le e 

Aination to the new Synod whereof he Was 

Member. Whereby it would ſeem hat he 
u would admit to alia g Ordinances, thoſe 
whom he bad 4 and. ſet forth as dhe 
Worſt of Men, provided only; that den 
| Ply ed with the new Conftiturion.. 
But notwukſlanding of theſe rigouyons. ot. 
poſitions. upon, and unreaſonable Treatment x 
the Complainers, The Syned, after. cealoning _ 


aba ke 25 E * Repreſentations, 
Thing ſuddenly, 


Siiruents, within the Bounds of theſe Congre- 


' Benials 
ſed unto them, without the Bound 


mends it to the People of theſe Congregations, 
that they beware of leaving their Miniſters 
_ abruptly,” without ſignifying previouſly unto 
| them, the Reaſons which induce them to do fo. 
At the'next ordinary Meetin ting of the Afb 
1 Synod at Stirling, April 12. 1749, be. 


fides renewed Petitions from Haddingtoun and 


Ceres for Supply of Preaching, there were 
| franſmitted from the Committee of Bills, and 


and Petitions. 
2 Fo A tenen, and Preition from the 
ſociate 

„er Elders; and forty two Members of the 
| ' Congregation,” in their own Name, and 
in the Name of feyeral others, ſettmg forth (be- 
ſides what was 

vod in June laſt Year by ten of their Elders) 
That Mr. Andrew Clarkſon had publickly, in 
Ont of the 9 eo aſſerted, that the 
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ny at 2 to the nes r 
gations, where there are Mimiſters ſettled ; on- | 
y, that upon their producing ſufficient: Teſti- 


hurch Privileges may be diſpen- 
of their re- 


1 ſpeGive e And the Synod recom- 


read in Synod, the following Repreſentgtions | 


ngregation of Linlithgow ſign'd ; 


repreſented as above to the Sy- 


the Margine, - whereas (ſay the: 
thirty three Chapters of the Confeſſion, for- 


to, and founded on the Mord of God; beſid 
the Parliament (in the fr l aid 
_ 3 Confeſſion) 2 and ratifyed all the Books 
| of the Old and New Teſtament expreſly, as 


the Rule of Faith and Life.“. They add 
moreover, that Mr. Clarkſon ſaid, That the 
Headſhip of Chriſt over his Church was &uried 
at the 1. co | 
that in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, read in 0- 


| | of the Kingdom, it is aſſerted, Chap. 25. 5 6. 
There is no other Head of the Church but 
1 the A Chriſt.” And Chap. 30. § 1. 


complain that in Conſequence of theſe and 


0 
the untroden Paths of the new Conſtitution. 
Þnd therefore craving Supply of Sermon, ſingcgs 
their Miniſter was openly profeſſing himlelf 
a Member of another Fudicatory then he and 
they were ferm 
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Parliament's Buſineſs to ratify the Words of th 


merly received by this Church, 48 agreeable - | 


/t Chapter. of ſai 


being all given by Inſpiration of God to be 


evolution, not conſidering (ſay they) 
pen Parliament, and embodyed with the Laws 


. 


« 'The Lord Jeſus, as King and Head of his 


« Church, hath therein appointed a Govern - 


« ment in the Hand of Church Officers, dif- 4.5 
te tin&t from the civil Magiſtrate.” And the 


ſeveral other Aſſertions of like Nature, the  - 
ſaid Mr. Clarkſon had narrowed the Terms of 
Communion to his new Principles, ren 4 
ſealing Ordinances to any, but ſuch as woule 

tamely adopt them, and blindly go forth into 
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do own at 7 Ordination among eG. 11 
A Repreſentation and Petition from „ 
x M ority of the Members of the 'Afociate Kirk- 
n of the Town and Pariſh of Perth, ſub- 
_ feribed by ſix Elders. and foe Deatons, they: | | 
tg; That Mr. George Brown their Aue, 
 Havitlg: 8 wy the Synod on the 9716 
of April 1747, and join'd in a new and fnful 
Eohſtitution in Mr G Houſe the following. 
Day; two of their Number had in a Conftirute | 
| Seiden upon the 234 of April foreſaid, teſti. up 
and proteſted againit the ſaid Separation Se 
nnd us Conſtitution, which Proteſtation was ful 
warked and practically adhered to, by the a 
 _Mijorny of the Seſſion ever ſince that ime. wh 
What the ſaid Mr. Brown had, ever fince, not on, 
only te fuſed to hold Seſſion with the Maori. tim 
ty of the Members, becauſe they would not #709, 
meet in Subordination to the new Conſtitution, but 
Du like ways, that he had privarely made up eve 
Ne Seſſion, by taking in the Elders of the 1001 
'_  Comntry Pariſhes of  Tippermoor,, Kinnoul, 
Hyd, Aberdalgie, &c. who were never for- 
merly Conſtituent Members of the Aſſociate 
Seſſion of the Town and Pariſh of Perth, and 
ctrl without the Advice and Conſent of 1 — 
= ' Aﬀociate Congregation, which the 
:, an evident Intruſion upon the IG: Gohare 
Fution and A Seſſion thereof, contrary} di 
to oc known 1 Principles. N 
Der they reptefent, That upon 8 
* N ade aid Me, Bro 


* 


of Seſſion, who could not ſubordinate: them 


ing that they were only . 
. they had no Authority as Office- B 9 9 
der | Congregation; and accordingly. warned the 
5 People to beware of ow them in their Office 
ful or ſtrengthning their Hands therein, yet at the 
ing. ſame Time acknowledged, that he had nothing 


ſelves to the New Conſfitute Sy nod, . is 2 


urs to Jay to their moral Character: Further, that : 


eſtt- upon the Sabbath following, the ſaid a his 
non | Sermon, That the Burgeſs Oath was more fit- 
was ful than any of the State Oaths, . becauſe the 
the | Stare Oaths only ſeal'd the Civil Conſtitution, 
me. whereas the Burgeſi Oath ſeal d the Conſtituts- 
not aon, both of Church and State, and that the Ter 
ori- timony was ſtated not only againſt the Corry 
not tions and Defections of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
ion, but alſo againſt the Conſtitution thereof, at. and | 
e up} ever ſince the Revolution, and alerted, that be 
"thef look'd upon it, not to be 1 in the Power of Na- 
ture to prove it lawful, to ſeparate from the 
Defections and Corruptions of a Church, and 
not from the Profeſſi Non thereof. And that when 
| {peaking of Admiſſion to the Lord's Table, 
he exp preded himſelf to the following Purpoſe, 
pot That ſuch as had ſworn the Burgeſs ; Ooth. and 
agre⸗ did not ſee che ſame to he ſinful, and ſuch as 
traty did defend and maintain the Lawfulneſs there 
fore | of, were guilty of ſwearing, or of conſemting to 
Feb ſwearing 0 Chriſt's Cauſe out of the Land, 
77% N fo not fit to ft * — with the 
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And upon the "whole criving the Synod's s Ad- 
vice b they ſhould behave in their preſent | 
Uamentable Situation and Circumſtances. . 
. A'Petition, ſign'd by ſixty two Perſons 
4 in Aug btermuchty and other Places within the 
Aſſociate Congregation of Abernethy, referring 
to a larger Paper, intituled, The humble Re-| 
ation and Petition of ' ſeveral Members 
of Societies and others, within the Community \ +; 
of Abernethy, to the Miniſter and Elders of ibe PI 
fard Community, for Redreſs of Grievances.) 5 
Which Grievances, with the Subſtance of their the 
Muſtration, are as follow. _ pre 
(i..) The Melancholy Rupture that hath 8 
taken Place amongſt : a witne Body, anent the 
religious Clauſe in ſome "Burgef, Oaths, 10 
Which, they thint, ſhould by no Means have JSer 
2 occaſionet any Diviſion for theſe wo Reaſons. to 
4f, Becauſe it is the true Religion, (viz. which 
ih contained in our Standards) which is bound} «c' 
to therein, which is in itſelf intrinſically good, e 


being a Divine Religion, and therefore a Com- « \ 


Pleat Religion and perfect in all its Parts, and 
ſo no other Religion than that which is adher- N 
ed to in the Teſtimony, as the true Proteſtant. 
Keligi gion, which is ſaid to be eſtabliſhed by ee 
Law in the Repreſentation of ſome Miniſlers«« t 
and Elders to the- Aſſembly 1732 anent Gries dd. 
vances, P. 5, which Repreſentation, 18 ſub- The! 
ſeribed by Mr. Moncrief, and adopted in the (: 
2 P. 130. 2dly, Becauſe the Law iſio 
* of the fad religious Clauſe, in the 4 tian 
con 


2 
8 . 5 
— 


be of- ps ift 1 wned ati EVI "2 .Y 
4 acknowledged by all, which is upon the Matt i. 

# yielding the Lawfulneſs theteoFin'this Period, 
inregardthe True Religion profeſſed and — _ 2 | 
ons fiſed by Law, within this Realm, at and ſincs 2 
the the Revolution, is the ſame as in the 1 3 3} I 
ing Period, only (which is Matter of Regret) 

Re- . Wanting au Cove nanting Fo orm, ; 8 not fettlen 

ers in a Cove nanting Manner. 4 4 
ny * (.) They complain of it as a Ge winde ,* 
"the | That an Act was paſs'd in the Synod at Edin. 1 
es. burgh April 1946, finding, that the wearing 
heir the laid religious Clauſe, does not agree to tie 
- , | preſent State and Circumſtances of the Teſti- 
hath 9 miony for Religion and Reformation, Altho? Y 
nent the Sinſulneſs thereof has not been pretended = 
1108 to be proven from any Paſſage of the whole 
ave? Scripture, and therefore ſ uch a Deciſion ought = 
ſons. to be rejected according to our known Prin- MY 
ich ciples OldConfeiton Art. 20. So far as the _ 
% Council ptoveth the Determitanon and 
good, % Commandment that it giveth, by the plain | 
Com 4 Word of God, ſo ſoon do we reverence and 
and t embrace the fume. But if Men under the © 
Jher-Jc« Name of a Council, pretend to forge | unto - 
ant « us new Articles of our Faith, or to make 

d byJ« Conſtitutions repugning tothe Word of God, - 

iſterscc then utterly we muſtrefuſe the ſame.” They 
Grie hdd, That fince 4 Proreſt is ſtanding againſt 
ſub4 the ſaid Act, they look upon it as of ho Force. 

n the} (3.) The Wd e that the foreſaid De- 
1 iſion is made a Term of Miniſterial and Chri- 
9 1 as it is a Point 
. entire: 1 
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» Proof; . it is preſſed hard upon the Conſci- 
A Pirie lu 1 s they profeſs that they are 


* 12 * 8 known, believed and obſerved ſor Sal- | | 78 


. wy 5 
5 6 
* 4 M 
= | in atters of 
+ 
* 4 
a | 
4 > 
a x 


. A 
* 9 9 CY" ada a den 1d n 18 WJ INT : 
9 * | 
N 9 1 - q 6 
8 - *. ? N 4 

E 


1 2 „V | 
85 ee contend to be incapable of Scripture | 


and the cy refuſed Church | 


lying open to their Light in that Matter, which | 
' Ba berraying true Liberty of Conſcience and 
| Reaſon alſs, and a requiring of an — '| rat 
Faith and Vd Obedience, quite contrary to 72 
the 12 Ila. wy 7 1 the Law and vai 
te the Teſtrmony, if they ſpeak not accor 

l so this Word, * 4 eco thats 4 is 10 7 bre 
ui them, and to Confeſſion of Faith Chap. 1. Iſti 
© 7. Thoſe Things which are neceſſary to bi 


f 1 vation, are ſo clearl ned and o- 
. pened in ſome Place of Scripture or other, 
5 . that not only the learned, but che unlearn- 
, ed, in a due Uſe of the ordinary Means, 
. may attain unto a ſufficient Underſtanding 1 
of them,” And Chap. 20. $ 2. God u. fore 
4% lone is. the Lord of the Confcience, and of t 
4 bath left it free from the Doctrines and + 
| &, Commandments of Men, which are in any $© Þ 
4 Thing 1 to his Word, or beſide it, 

aith or Worſhip,” | A 


( They complain, That when a Fote C 
was Rated and carried in the Synod at Edin. a 
ril 125 That the foraſaid Deciſi. Th: 
eſs F< £ 
1 


bangt Apt 
en anent the reli r in ſome Bui 
"ge aſd in April 1746, ſbauld not le 1 1 v 
n Merl ts Ghriftian Communion, | Fee 
4 


ind wot the ke PR to 
bal be referred by W ay.of anne 10 1 
Pyterys and Kirk-Seſſions.. A Declaramem Was 
made, ſignifying that the Synod was ndt a 
4 Ein nor right Conſtitute Court of Chriſt in 
the ſaid Vot. 
ad abjured, or allowed au abjuring of the 
whole of the Teſtimony; and thus they the 
| Lacher complain af, becauſe in the firſt Toft 
mom P. 4d. The #/7 Charge againſt the pre. 
railing Party in the preſent Judicatories, | as 
2a Ground: of Seceſſion from them, was their 
breaking down our beautiful Presbyterian Con. 
iſtitution, by making Acts which were to be 
> binding Rules and Conſtitutions to the Church, 
vithout firſt tranſmitting them to inferigur Ju- 
F 8 and Con- 
Ilent repor thereupon, e y contrary to 
the Barrier Acts obi Church, paſs?d — 4 
General. Aſſemblies 1639 and 1641 and re- 
newed by {/emblies 1695 and __ The 
- '$foreſaid 2 P. 49, makes the Subſtance 
of theſe Acts to amount to this That Over- 
c tures as to any Acts that are to be bindi 
% Rules to the Church, ſhould be approved 
„by all at Home, and that they ſhould: be 
* paſs'd into Acts only if the more general 
* Opinion of the diffuſive Church of nd, 
in- agree thereynto.” And it is there ob 
. ; That © this Fence and Guard is wiſely. con 
eſs trived upon our Doctrine, Worſhip, Go- 
5 1 4 vernmem and Diſcipline. > Now, jay they, 
nion, 5 Wan, 
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and that all who voted therein, by vx 
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+ of the'diffulive Church, and in a fe Years | 


; darfeited:their-Rightalſo, for it is evident that ing 
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- byrerian'Conſlicurion, and to callthecouns. F 
5 teracting of them a breaking down thereof, j 
aid an Nasen of the Rights and Libertys 


thereafter, to reckon the Obſervance of them; w 
by a Motion of this Kind, ſo very ſcandalous; | co 
nus to be a ſufficient! Ground for Separation, of 10 
s ſarel very highly og ent. 50 — th | 

putting of theſe Acts in Practice be a ſuffici- 
ent Ground of depriving Miniſters and Elders Je 
_ of their Offices; then they who did bear that ed 
Character in the ſecond Period of Reformation, 


the Larger Catechiſm was ttumſmitted to infe · Co 
riour udicatories, before it was approven in pre 
the General Aſſembly; as is plain from their the 
| At approvingthe ſame. July 2d 1648. 
© + (5:) They complain, that the ſeparating Bre- as | 
tires having erected themſelves into a new con- Scc 
ſtitute Synod, and having publiſhed Acts gert. Per 
ing, and further aſſerting their Conſtitution, did u 
thereupon preſume to cenſure their Brethren, 
and upon the Matter excommunicate al] ho 
would not be in Subordination to their pretended 
Conſtitution, while yet they have not made it 
appear from any one Text of Scripture, or Ar- 
ticle of our Confeſſion of Faith, or As of 
reforming Aſſemblies, wherein they are cen-· 
ſurable, whereas the Form of Proceſs ordains 
that nothing be admitted by any Judicatory 
2s a Ground of Proceſs for Cenſure, but what 
$ hath been 8 n by the my . 
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f God. or PORE.” Ad 
National Church agreeable thereto. 
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(6.) They complain, that the pants 


Brethren deny to Elders the Power of judging | 


in Matters of Doctrine and Caſes of Conſcience, 


7 | wherein they { ſymbolize with Fapiſts and E 1. 
copalians, but contradict the Judgment of alli 
ſound Presbyterians, as may appear from Gillef. . 


py's Alſertions, The Divine Right of Church _ 


|| Government P. 153 and 238 to 250, and the 
7 Treatiſe of ruling Elders 1k Deacons, afcrib-. 
1 ed to Mr. Guthrie P. $7.4 f 


(7.) They complain, ch the faid. feparat- 
ing Brethren, .in order to ſupport their new 
Conſtitution, have ſtated a 4 01 with the 
preſent National and authoriſed Profeſſion, or 
the Settlement of Religion at the Revolution, 


as if our Seceſſion were ſtated 4 5 , Where- 


as the contrary is evident from the Title and 
Scope of the AF and Teſtimony, and the Pa. 


Per therein adopted, particularly firſt Teſti- 
; h P. 45, 46. Our Seceſſion is not from 


the Church of Scotland, we own her. Doc- 


% trine contain'd in her Confeſſion of Faith; 
40 


we adhere to her covenanted, presbyterian 


Church Government, Diſcipline and Wor- 
“ ſhip : Neither is our "Seceſſion from theſe, 


Who are cleaving to our covenanted Prin- 
* ciples, and who are affected with the Grie- 
vances we complain of, and are in their ſe- 


but it is fiom a Party who have got the Ma- 


veral Spheres wreſtling againſt, the fame; | 


nagement in their Hands, and who. aye got 
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Bappy ar Fra Revolution: And Mr. Wil- 
; 18 


| * Church, the Seceding Miniſters have open 


iples, are fo 5 Minifterta TL 
EI, and 1 ns in => 4 I 
* inſt their preſent Backſlidings, by inflifting | 
ſures upon Miniſters, for witneſſing by 
« Proteſtation P otherways againſt the u 
. tc ſame.” Mr. Filſon and Mr. Moncrief in $ 
their Repreſentation P. 39 adhere to their 
Ordination Vows in the Revolution Church, ti 
a P. 34. oy: call the Revolution, the lat 


efence Page 65. ſays, The Se- tu 
* coding Miniſters have always refuſed, and 

= they do upon good Grounds refuſe, that 
4 they have made any Seceſſion from the 
*© Church of Scotland. If the Church off. 
* Scotland is conſidered, as her Principles are 
4 held forth from the Word of God, in her e. 
#" Confeſſion of Faith, Larger and Shorter Ca) by 
<"techiſms, Form of Church Government | 
BE Directory for Worſhip, and other laudabldff 
Ats and Conſtitutions of this National: 


6b 15 Gelen and acknowledged their Ad; 
2592 to all theſe, in their judicial Ad 
= and Teſtimony.” And Page 71. 1 hopf 
Gays he) I ma affirm in behalf of the Mem ag 
of 10 Affociate Preshytery, that the; — 
E « 60 7 thro” 2 never to ſecede from th 
Mica nad Princple of the National} 


6 Church 1B 


3 Ln 


11. a 
Pang p 


— 


N 2 
— e ) 
Fo 4 2 
\ 8 «Ba 
Y & — 
: 


**c.Ch PHE" 2 2 wn ds 
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the Doctrine, W orſtũ p, Difcinline - 


timony for 


14 
F in and Government of the Mons Church f 


heir $ Scotland, and againſt ſeveral Steps of. Deſęr · 
ch, ¶ tion from the ſameè in former and preſent Timęs. 
late Fey They complain, that, in publick War- 
ſhip, ſuch Letitiont are put up and Iban re- 
Wld anent the preſent Controverſy, 28 
r — and that in S&rmons 
ſuch injurious Reflections are laid to theit N- 
threns — as have a Teadericy to hirak 
en heir Character and Reputation, and meak - 
en their Hands in the Work of the Mi 
to ſolema Vowys and Engagements dae. 
by; come | whder, ——— —— 
Jy i ihtoeat und * — the Afediare Sejftonins 
Abernethy, {pecdily to give ng hen pre- 
2 . 


Hnou, and to camftit 
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ue 4 Qaarrel ith that Religion; which it 
plaimy gives Teſſimony unto, it 2 a Teſ· 
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8 VEIN _ refed: . be of 4. 
bears, that the Subſcribers of the Raid Repre- | Itha 
ſentation were declared Cenſurable, and accord - ane 
Ip excluded from ſealing Urdinances, and that Co 
ſtce Commiſſioners who preſented the ſame, f vai 
«were ſummoned to their pretended Presbytery, | Jagr 
fir giving in (as they alledged) a Paper againſt cla 
tze Teſtimony: And they crave that they fuer 
may have a Day of. Faſting obſerved among ed 
them, and frequent Supply of Preaching, e- I tog 
1p cally as they have it to lament, with Re- wh 
to theſe living within the Bounds of the Jon 
-meighbouring Pariſhes join'd to the Communi- reg 
ty of Abernethy, that ever ſince their Aſſocia- con 
tion with them, they never received Miniſte- ſho 
rial Viſits, either to their Families or to their | Se/ 
-Sick; however much afflited, Which makes fall 
_ _ -their Caſe ſo much the more clamant. [Dif 
” Ab A Petition and Repreſentation ſign'd by ſho 
een Elders and forty nine other Members of teſt: 
the Aſſociate or of Edinburgb, War 
»heiring, that at the firſt ordinary Meeting of fron 
Seſſion aſter the Breach, Mr. Adam Git de- Irefu 
\clared; that he would not conſtitute the Sefſi- com 
e till nne Mind of the Members with Jraig 
Meſpect to the new Situation that they were be 
aſe InEhotidence brought into, edding,-thatthere | 
1 was one Member, viz. Mr. Moubri * whom | 
— -he.could by no Means fit, becauſe he had al- 
® 1 5 ready: diſcovered: himſelf in: Oppoſition to 3 

riod: whereof he (the ſaid Mr. Gib) was a 
Member, whereby he hadiforfeited all Aer 
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1 : of | He gen. 3 e e . Members infift o 4. 
that Mr. Gib ſhould firſt c nftitute/the-Seffion; »-. i 
and then proceed to judge of Mr.:Moubray's; * ® 
that Conduct, but by no Means could he be pr. 
me, vail'd upon to do fo, unleſs. they would firſt,  # 
ery, agree to thruſt out Mr. Moubray, and then d. 
clare their Adberence and Sabjedion'to te 
new Conſtitution. Whereupon Mr. Gib requir . 
ed thoſe of the Seſſion who adhered to him 
to go along with him to his own Houſe, and 
Re- when he was offering to go out from the Seſſi. 
he on Houſe, Mr. Moubray proteſted, That in 
regard the Majority of the Seſſion were for 
conſtituting upon the former Footing, tex, 
ſhould therefore be held as the only lawful  _ ® 
Seſſion in that Aſſociate Congregation, and tage 
all that Mr. Gib ſhould do in the Exerciſe ß. 
Diſcipline, in a Way of Separation from them,, 
ſhould be void and null, &c. To which Pro- 
teſtation nine Members adhered, as did aſter- 
wards Mr. German, who was at that Time 
from Home. They complain, that Mr. Gi. 
refuſed ſealing Ordinances to ſuch as could ng 
comply with his new Meaſures, That he ar- 2Y 
Jraign'd them from the Pulpit with the blackeſtt 
re Calumnies, ſuch as deſerting and abjuring the _ 
> & Teſtimony, taking Part with the Wicked, in I 
xplaining away the Indictment of Ged's Wrath. 
Wgoainſt the Generation, &'c.. They further re- 
preſent, that when meeting in Briſto Kirk about 
adviſing together what they ſhould do in their: 
ieh Preſent Circumſtances, Mr. Gib came in, and 
ug · Lead a longLibel ieee * 1 
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gregatic * Bresch of — en 
; nw and 'tharged them in the Name of the 
: „Dod Jeſus te break up their Meeting, leſt 
. me tee mould become a Tabera, and pro- Moc 
| e all they did ſhould. be; null and pes 
3 , ind chat it would be a ſacrilegious rob. but 
divx of the Lord, to claim any Thing they 
. Hall contributed for that Place of Worſhip, and 
: © to wok went immediately of, without either ſtay- 3 2005 
=P in to hear their Anſwers to his falſe Charges, dov 
of leaving a Copy of the Paper he read, tho*«Wonc: 
Ae intreated by ſeverals to do both, Gof 
Aud another Meeting of the ſame Kind being & cra\ 
4 ed, Mr. Gib intimated a Sermon to be ſib 
on the faid Day, and in the very J ime of 
' Preaching, read the ſoreſaid Paper again, and 
| * © when at the Concluſion ſome were offering to 
| 1 © % 25 he told them, that as he was employed 


ut of Preaching, the Worſhip of God 
YA Be interrupted; to which — 
vir Ferhat He, and not they had inter. 
= pied e Worthip, And when he had gone 
J = on in preaching a little and concluded the Wor- 
mmip, he went haſlily off, without either hear: | 
% 2 E. 3 they had to ſay or leaving a Copy of | 
his Paper to anfwer, tho? deſired to do it then, 

8 well as at the former Meeting. Upon the 
Whole; they crave Advice how to behave in Mreaſc 
4 ſuck” deplorable Circumſtances. And they Con 
further repreſent in another Paper. tranſmitted Cong 
© the Synod, that they, with many others Syne 
- "M7 were not d * of > and: 
or 
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th! Attend pu blick Ordina penfed' by. Mr. OE, = 
he Gib, for the Reaſons above mentioned; ank 
eſt many, others, particularly, that he, does. gor 
ro-/ Mook upon them as 4 Part of his Charge, *asap- i 
nd pears not only by his Conduct towards them, 
55. b t likewiſe- in his publick Prayer "Fe wherein 5 1 
ey ſhe mentions them, as thoſe, who Once belong 
nd Wed to the Conpregation, but are now counter 
Ly- acting the Jeſtimony, and violently breaking _— 
es, down as with/Axes and Hammers what the 
ho? ic ce built up.” And: being thus ſhut out from vers 
th. Goſpel Ordinances and Church Privileges, they 

ing J crave Supply of Preaching as frequently as:poſ- 

be © fible, till the Lord in his adorable Providence, 

of © ſhall open a Door for their having the Goſpel 

nd diſpenſed among them in a more-conſtant Way. 

to © The Synod entering upon the Conſideration 
ed of the above Repreſentations and Petitions, 

od after much reaſoning upon the Clamancy of the 
per Flame, and likeways upon the Duty and Expe- 
er- diency of granting preſent Supply to the Penitt- 
dne oners, without making ſome further Attempr 
or- ¶ for reclarming theſe Brethren, who had given 


— 


ur. © Occaſion to their People to make ſuch Ai 
of Complaints, a Brother was defired to pray for 


Counſel and Direction from the Lord in this 
Natter; and after Prayer and ſome further 

1 reaſoning, the Synod agreed to ſiſt any further _ 
7 Confederation at preſent of ſupplying the' above 

ted Congregations, until a pro Ke nata Meeting of 
ers Synod at Falkirk upon the'24th of May next, 
the jy and in the mean Tr;xe appointed the Modi 
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 _. toſenda Letter to each of the Syparating Bre- 


A. 


and approven; The Tenor whereof follows. \ if «; 


' upon which the Petitioners acceded to the 
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C ter deſerted your Flocks, and thruſt them 


& in the Word of God; and that you have 


0. May next, and to require, and earneſtly de- 


% Time to Time, importing, that you and 1 
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thren, relative to the ſaid Affair, which was read | « 


2 ws Wd Ot. 


„ The Synod met in this Place, conſider- « 
& ing that ſeveral Petitions for Supply of 
© Preaching have come before them from “ 


BY eu © & 


— 
TR 


% your Brethren that have ſeparated from the 
« Synod, have gone off from the Grounds up- 
4 on which you and we made Seceſſion from 
the preſent Backſliding Judicatories, and 


8 
6 
TY pu 


et Aſſociate Judicatories, and ſubmitted to 
6 your Miniſtry ; and that thro' deſerting theſe 
& Grounds, ſome of you have upon the Mat- 


& away from you, by impoſing new Terms 
& of Communion upon them, not warranted. 


© gone into ſeveral diſorderly and diviſive 
4 Practices, whereby the Lord's Heritage is 
& much ſcattered and broken: Therefore the 
„ Synod, before they appoint Supply to theſe | 
in your reſpective Congregations, who have 
& made Complaints to us, have appointed me 
to acquaint you, that the-Synod is to meet 
« at Falkirk, upon Tueſday the 24th Day of 


4 ſixe, that you and your Brethren, (to each 
of whom, a Letter in theſe ſame Words is 
ſent) may attend the ſaid Meeting, that ſo þ 
ESC. there 
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d “ Prayer, upon the preſent. Dilleivhced! aſe = 5 : J 


. have taken Place among Minifſters'and/Peo- 
I ple of the Aſſociation, particularly relating 
8. „ to the Subject of the above named Petitions; 
r- | © whereby you may evidently ſee the Lenity 
of | © of the Synod, and their Deſire of Peace and 
m Unity in the Lord. This in Name, and 
ad “ by the Appdintment of the Aſſociate TATE 

he | © is ſubſcribed 1 in their Preſence, by 


p- R. D. B. yours affectionatelß 


m W DvD Hoxx Vote 
nd 

he „1 ks Synod pro Re nata met at the 
to * 0 new Church of Falkirk upon the fore- 
le | faid * Day, there were Applications from all 


at: the above-mentioned Places, ' inſiſting upon 
- their former Petitions to the Synod, for Ad. 
ms. vice, and Supply of Preaching; And the H. 
ed | nod entering upon the Conſideration of this Af 
ve fair, the Moderator was defired to enguire 
Ve publickly, whether there were any of the Se- 
- 15 Fparating Brethren in the Houſe to whom' the 
the Synod had wrote for a Conference at this Time, 
eſe for any from them; and none of them being pre. 
VE Kent, nor any Word from them, a Motion was 


me fliade* and agreed to, namely, to delay this 
cet affair till the Sederunt in the Afternoon, that 
of Woin Caſe any of theſe Brethren came up, they & 
de- Hoight have an Opportunity of converſing with 
ch he Synod, upon the Subject of the Leiter 


yritten to them, before Supplies were” grazited | 
33 ioning for the ſame. 
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in the Afternoon, the Synod, after, ſome. rea 
ſoming and Prayer, found that they could not 
warrontably forbear an) longer, 10 give Eat 
to the carneſt Solicitations of the above Peri 
-- *tionets, Complaining that they were more rigid. 
Iy dealt with by their reſpective Miniſters, anc 
that more heavy and unreaſonable Burdenꝗ 
were laid upon them, than ever had been dondf the 
buy the corrupt Judicatories of the Church ron Cop 
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whom they had made a Seceſſion: And aſteſ and 


ſeveral weighty Keaſons were openly advan up r 


ced, why the Synod ſhould now at length, afff dear 
ter ſo long Delay, hear the urgent Cries of th mor 
. Lord's People for Supply of Preaching among nam 
them, eſpecially as now, after all due Pains uſeuJ Oy: 


be here appeared zo Ground of Hope that the ſaid] Chu 
Brethrem would come in to any reaſonable Mea tage 


fares, -the : Synod unanimouſly agreed to grau m or; 
Supply of Preaching to the Petitioners withiſ wer 


abe Congregatious of. the Separating Brethredl pre; 


* 


 - applying to them, and that, notwithſtanding out 
; they had 0 proceeded, for Realons: afterward / 9501 


to be aſſigned, 70 inflict any Eccleſiaſticl Cen cum 


Sure upon them ; and left it to the. Miniſter Chry, 
ho ſhould be appointed to preach in the lai of th 


Congregations, to lay before dhe People th of O 


Raaſont which moved the Synod to take thilffthat 1 
Sep. From all which it evidently appeati 
dhe the Hild have been far from being 46 
A ee in lending Supplies zs che Garlic 2 
esations of che Separating: Brethren, | eſpeciÞtions. 
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1. Their raſb and 2 tant KA. 1 3 2 
Fe tS from the S oy at, Edinburg oh 
Pr 9. 1247. upon A 15 unte le 


riedio be voted. and againlt the Pating of whit 


they were ſo fat from proteſting; 


and yet when they were out voted, they bu 
up the Queſtion which. carryed, in the moſt by- 


ng namel y, Whether a. Deciſion anent a new. 
rag never formerly. "debated in the 
urch, and carried by mere Catch and Stra- 


more than on# haf of the conſtitüent Members 
i were abſent. And when. ſeverals who wefe 
grell preſent the former Week had gone Home with- 


hould ſuch a Deciſic on, eſpecially when ſo cir- 
cumſtantiated, be a Jerm of Miniſterial or 
Chriſtian Communion, ay and until the making 
of the ſame to be ſo, ſhall be referred by Way 


that fo the more general Opinion of the Church 
may be had, be 

nunion be - impoſed, according to the laudi- 
Fic Barrier = of this Church againſt Nova 


ber ha r vas rea N the Or Ma- 
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viz. the Synod"s voting a Opeſtion, Wien 2 car 


ng: that they 
themſelves propoſed a Side to 455 -, whereby 
they fairly ſubmitted it to the Fudgment of the 
Court, . which of the two 17 ould 2 ä 


deaus Dreſs they could contrive; altho? it 1 
mounted in plain Terms to no more but this, 


>þ 
vn 
+ 


tagem, on the ſecond Heck ofa Synod, When 


out dreading any ſuch Deciſion; I bether 


of Overture to Presbyteries and. Airk-Sefſions, 


ore any new Term of Com. 


* 
* 


F. fer; and it carried by a fair Vote, that theit I Sin 
* F F the — fi 9 1 [ ſtio 
Dteciſion in April 1746, anent the Sinfulneſs I fie 
©, © the Burgeſs Oath, ſhould not be a Term of be. 
* |. Communion, till it was referred as above. Now, An. 


Y 


f this was ſuch a monſtruous Oueſtion, as they and 
\, S@fterwards pretend to make it, why did they || ##* 


bot proteſt againſt the ſtating of it? And why | «lo 
did ts. ole another Side to it They [aig 
never will be capable to reconcile this, Piece hap 
of their Conduct, with the Noiſe and Clamour, up 
they afterwards make about the voting of this ply 

Queſtion, as a dropping of the whole of the | Mo 
Lord's Cauſe and Teſtimony, a material Ab- ma) 
. quration. thereof, and allowing of contradicto- S yr 
xy Oaths, and what not, eſpecially when the e 1 
fluid Queſtion, was in Conſequence of their 72: 
don Deed at Stirling, voting a Delay thereof || #077 
”. , gbout half a Year before, whereby they gave || ' 
their full Conſent that it ſhould ly upon the ſcar 
- Carpet, as a Queſtion, which at leaſt might Sid 
afterwards, be /awfully put, © 


E The Salvo which (as we are certainly in- the 
formed) the Leaders among them, have late- Age 
I) deviſed to extricate themſelves out of this . 
Diffculry, at their pretended Meeting of Sy- it w 

nod at Edinburgh, April 1749, was to go to ſtat 

the Far, ſo many of them at once by Turns, then 

_ and confeſs their n, in allowing the Queſtion to b 
d be put at Stirling September 1746, M be- g- 


* 
. 


ther the Deciſion in April preceeding anent the ung 


Fu of the Burgeſs Oath, ſhould be « 
Delay of that Queſtion; and hkeways their 
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ſtion upon the Matter which was delayed, 
be again propoſed, and putting a Side % 
bw, | And after the uſual Form of being removed, | 
iey || and call d in again, to undergo a ſolemn Ras - i 
ey jf tate 31 the Name of the Lord Telus Chriſt 1hu.  Þ 
by | «lone Head and King of bis Church, for theie 
icy | {aid Sins. Altho' this Piece of their Conduct. 
happening but lately, could have no Influence - } 
zur, | upon the Sy nod's Determination, anent ſu :: 
his | plying-of their Congregations, near to twe xc 
the | Months before, yet for the Sake of theſe wog 
Ab- {| may be impos'd upon by this awful Scene, tlie 
to. | Synod cannot but remark, That their Confei ©, 
the en ſeems to be far from being either free, c- 
\eir ingenuous. It ſeems not to be free, but . 
eof torted from them, becauſe they could anſwer 7 
ive | 19 no Body, for making that Vote ſo ſinful and 3 
the | ſcandalous, to which themſelves did put #& A 
ght Side, without any Remonſtrance againſt it; elſe 3 
" | why was it wo Years after the committing of 
in- the Sin, before they make Confe ſſion of it? 
te- Again, their Confeſſion does not ſeem to be 
his | ingenuous, elſe why do they not confeſs, that i 
Sy- it was their Sin to cenſure their Brethren „„ 
toll ſtating and carrying that Vote, before they = 
themſelves confeſs'd their Sin in allowing it 
to be lawful and warrantable, both by carry- 
ing a Delay of it for half a Year, and then put 
ting another Side to it? But whereas they pro- 
ceed immediately, according to the Proverb, - 
> as r/t to hang, and then to judge their Brethren, _ 
er by finding that they had fallen from all A 
Ld ee | 
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Nag de of eaves and after- 

I to pretend to ſentence them, with Suſe” 
| penſion Dep! 5 non and Excommunicotion, for 
no other Redlon, but for ſtating and catryijig 
aboye Potę, Which themſelves allowe(to' 

be 5 5 8 y,putting a Side to it; And where- 
4s they f ne ver confeſſed theit Sin of putting a 
Side to the ſaid Queſtion; till now, it plainly 
| follows, . that i it was their Sin to paſs any Cen- 
- fare anent it at” Vote, efore this Conſe Non, 
becauſe Whatever manſtrgous Names they after- 
Wards give to the Vote, yet previous to this 
ate Conleſſion, they practically maintain'd 
that the Vote was lawful, by the Side which 
_ : they put to it. And it like ways evidently ap- 
E ' pears from this their Confeſſion, that they fe- 
E .- parated from the Synod under ſuch a Scandal, 
s they themſelves have now at length found 
to deſerve nothing leſs. than a Solemn publick 

- Rebuke in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that they have continued under this Scandal 
till Ar 1949; And conſequently; beſides 
je Reaſons of the Nullity of their Conſtitution 
and Proceedings. already publiſned by this 
Synod, this is one which they have now ad- 
ded themſelves, namely, That their new Con- 
ſtitution, Proceedings and Cenſures were gone 
in to by Men confefſedly under Scandal, and 
no leſs Scandal than allowing of a Vote to be 
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0 ok to the Door. Bur paſſing this, 
4 "x As 
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awful, which they ſay, has upon the Matter, 
.  Yoted out the Teſtimony and whole Cavle 07 
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4 — to the Congregations of the Spart: The 
ing ethren, was their wnparalelPd ad , 08 
precedented Conſtitution, which they would: 2 
not give up with. arrogating to themſelves, 
ho* plainly the Minority, the whole Power 
and Auchorass of the Court whereof they lat: '. 
as Members for ſeveral Sederunts. and promty of 
ſed to give in Reaſons of ſome: Diſſents' they 1 
had entered, to the ſame ſome Months theres. 

after. Nothing could be more out of the Way 

han that the leer Port by far of the Court, 7 

upon their being outvoted in a Queſtion, /owne + 

ed at firſt by themſelves to be lawful, ſhould: _ 
abſurdly withdraw upon the extravagant De. 

claration of one of their Number, without auß 
known Commiſſion from the reſt, . That te 
* lawful Authority and Power of the Aſſociate 3 
Synod is devolved upon, and muſt ly in a con- 


% ſtitute Meeting” of Miniſters and Elder: 


yho were againff the foreſaid Vote, namely, 
ranſmitting the Conſideration of a new Term 
of Communion to inferior Judicatories, before 
it was impoſed; and That the foreſaid 
Members ought—to take up and exerciſe 
the Authority and Power of the Aſſociate 
* Synod lawfully and fully devolved upon 
*them ;?* and accordingly that upon this Dex. | 
4 without making any Keeſſion from 45 
e greater Part, which was the only. orderly _ + 


Piep left them, without ſubverting Preshyts 1 


ian Parity, they ſhould: meet next Day, and: 


e. 10 Br N Mert, W were * _ 
- 


* 


© oftyAſotine Synod, and had the whole Pow- Ne 
cer and Authority of that Court whereof theyſſean 


. peared in any Feriod of the Chriſſian Church. 


| 1 pretended to pals, 


5 tution immediately before; ſuch as, Their 


likeways their pretending to carry away the 


which was Separation with a Witneſs. Their 
finding-that none of the Miniſters and Elders, fi 
whom they left behind them in Synod as a- 

. _ forefaid, ſnould have a Seat with them in their 


{ing that it was their Sin, to ſtate and carry 

Vote (to which they themſelves did put a 
Side) for tranſmitting to inferiour Judicatories,] 
the Conſideration of a new Term of Communi-} 
| On; before it was impoſed as a Yoke upon the 
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were the ſmalleſt Number, fully devolved onfor 


them, is a Piece of Conduct ſo antiſcripturalifoc; 
andi irrational, that it will not be found, in all 


its' Circumſtances, to have any precedent a- Iin 
mong the wildeſt Schiſmaticks that have ap- 


z. Their dogmatich and arbitrary Ads and 


upon the ſame ſandy Foundation of their own 
are Afertion, upon which they had e- 
rected the new Fabrick of their Conſti. 


funding that the Miniſters and Elders whom 
they left ſitting in a conſtitute Court, April , 
1747, with the Moderator and Clerk, had ſe- 
goes from them, when ſome Hundreds were 

itneſſes not only of their local Motion from 
the Place where the Synod was ſitting, but 


Power and Authority of the Court whereof they 
were by far the leſſer Part, along with them, 


new conſtitute Court, but in a Way of confeſ: 
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%- Neck of e Bilder hig the Whole wel „ e 
they can never prove tobe contrary either to Sctipture 
d onFlor Reaſon. Their finding that none of the K 


uralBfociate Presbyteries and Seſſions can be Ia. i Y 
n all ful i in their Conſtitution and Proceedings, hat © 2; 
it a- 


in a Way of Subordination to their new Conſtĩ. 
tution ; whereby they pretend at one Stroak 
to exauforate and annibilate law ful Courts 
Chriſt, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
cannot, without looking before them, blindly _ 
and implicitely jump in to the ſame Mire with 'Y 
themſelves. And accordingly they further 
nd, that only theſe Elders of the reſpective = 
Congregations who ſhall be diſpoſed to ſubog- 
dinate to them, together with a Miniſter. „ 
9, the ſame Diſpoſition, can make up the lawful 
%- and rightly conſtitute Seſſions in theſe Aſſoci- 
verefjate Congregations. And becauſe the whole 
from Presbytery of Glaſgow at that Time, except- 

butſ ing one Elder, were ſtanding upon the former 

the Grounds of Seceſſion upon which they had 
hey leſt the prevailing Party in the corrupt Judi- 1 
em, ¶ catories of the Church, therefore they nd thaet 
heir the ſaid Aſſociate Presbytery cannot be lawful Co 
lers, in their Conſtitution and Proceedings, nor be 
lawfully acknowledged as ſuch, until the ſaid | 
Presbytery ſhall go out into the new and un. 
roden. Paths into which they themſelves had 
nſhly and precipitantly run. And they fool. 
bly find what they had no Reaſon to expect 
From the Bulk of that Presbytery, namely, 
$1 hat none of them can take a Seat as Mem- 
4 Pers of the new nn. but in a Way of 
L ” 'S con- 


* 


8 


. 


| iſures, as if this were of ſmall Conſequence, 
they do moſt inconſiſtently . find, that they 
ought, in due Time, and as the Lord 
4 ſhall clear their Way, to conſider. upon 


{whence it evidently follows, that all the ods 
Things they found above, were inconſiſtent 
with, and contrary. to the Order and Diſcipline 


3, 


| onfilling [chal 560 oft *A Menben of the 2 
_ They find hkeways that none of the Pro- 
dationers in the Seceſſion can lawfully preach 
| the Goſpel as Probationers, but in Subordina- 
non to them. Theſe are new and ſtrange ö 
Di ſcoveries indeed, which no Sett of Men up-! 
on Earth had ever Fund out the like before, . 
except the Fathers of the Inguiſition, and 
thoſe of that Gang) even that Men ſhould | 
Fotfeir their Offices and Characters (and why. 
mot Life alſo if the civil Sword were in their? 
- Hand?) without being tryed, or ſo much as 
heard, and that for no other Offence, but be- 
cauſe they cannot give up their Conſcience and 
Reaſon, to the mere dogmatick and arbitrary 


Mill and Pleaſute of others, who want to lord | 


it over God's Heritage. But to crown all, af: 
ter they had upon the Matter, as above, ex- 
auctorated their Brethren, Miniſters and El- 
ders, who could not fall in with their Mea- 


e calling them unto an Account for the; 
40 Conduct, according to the Order and 
4. Diſcipline of the Lord's Houſe.” Fro 


of the Houſe of God. _ Moreover it is to be 
-noticed, ther” their due Iime of unde 


J 8 eb 5 BR. 155 an no Rn. 
5086 Nabe be Wied when the Syvod was "= 
Jing. ſen, and their Brethren gone Home, at indknew  _ 
ants nothing of what they wee tl.) Fhis : 
28 leads unto a 4 ba on #2441 IG WE = 7m 
ting Supplies to their IN 


a up- h Recon of arena 
*. ID petitioning for the ſame, Name⸗ 
- 130 ly, the Antiſcriptural and tyrannical Cenſures 
"I which! they pretended to inflict upon their 
Brethren, ſuch as their funding: without” ide 
leaſt 'Shadow ef Proceſs, that their Brethren 
had fallen from all preſent actual Rrerciſt fr 
the Keys of the Kingdom of "Heaven, chat is 
= they were not ar preſont- Miniſters - 
Chriſt: Such Summary and Arbitrary\Proce. — 
derer never had à Farulel among fober Men; 
to reſol ve to proceed againſt their Nethren i 
due Time, according to the Order and Dif- | 
cipline of the Lord's Houſe, and within fix 
Days "thereafter, to break over the Bounds. 
ries of all Order, and without Citation r 
Warning to wſpend them from the Exerciſe 
of rheir 0 ce, is ſuch a Piece of Conduct, 
as will be to the laſting Kain of he Authors 8 
of it, and will be a ſtanding Diſtovery-of the 
Spirit whereby they were acted; which fur- 
ther diſcovered itſelf in their Behaviour upok ' 3 
the Back of the above unprecedented Step; 
for immediately they fill the whole Country, A 
with the. moſt r and er. ee hey hal bh. 


ering | 
0 


„ 23 . 
* 5 r ORG « 
Pe * 


ctunces of A [FTP we Truth cant 

ſt oof Chrgfts, obſtinately ſubverted 
the: Order of his Houſe, that none ought ta hear 
_ them, Converſe with Gow, or read their M xis 
#ngs on this Controverſy, and a great many odi 
gus and injurious Iaſinuations of that Kind, 
whereby, they endeavoured to prejudice, ihr 
Minds of the People againſt their Btethren 40 
the higheſt Degree, and prepare them todige/ 
Khatever further Severities might be deviſed 
Wo + = thei Names and Characters as inſa- 
8 2 Sduld: Hecondingly » when — 
8 the: abeve extraordinary and 


— 
— 


nted Step, of finding. beting Backs, and 
ithout Prece(s, that their Brethten avere not 
Auster Ghrift; nor ought to be ned by 
12 E > hg dad not ſueh Weight wich the the 
Fepple as they intended, d, they proceed. to tg. Nas 
a7 the. RW pretended. 75 89 855 mort 
8 Manner. ii Dy JHJPenang | 
—— then depoſin ing, an dee 
ae, them from ſealing Ordinances, 
Min Ce7r ic ation that they would deliver 2 
Ser v, Utans il they did not come in to their 
Meuſures agiinit a —— Time, which they 
Had all — * Evidence their Brethren ld 
geyer do, without offering the greateſt Vio- 
1 i to Reſon and Revelation both. Hew:- 
>  &ver;aitheleprotendedCenſureswerg founded | 
pen a Kabel after Sentence, as is evident from 
- SheiraboveCondud, fo it is Matter of Thank. Pe 
F oe W that — _ have yer if 
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les; we e ay . — - 
de tality in Practice, er Error in Hodftine, r 
: that we have dropped * — divide. Truth, awd OM Bk Ly 
| therefore! their pretended Sentence canngt ü 
binding either in Heaven or EZortb. Tho' hex 
Sake, to hate us, alt bo þ 2 our for hit Names - 
Vet we tr e be our *. 3 1 
5. Their depriving Airs of their * ww 
ral [Right of Elderſbip in 1 4 
8 by aſſerting in the Declaration which = + 
Me, Jhomas Mar ed 3 EEE 2 I 
arated, and upon which they faunded ©— 
way Caaſlitution next Day, That Menifters — 
are dhe pre Judges in Cantroverſies of - 
Faith” and. Cafe es f Conſcience, whereby 
they very 2 7 —— that Elders ars 
_ proper Judges in theſe Matters, and * 
8 10 — Elders be not Judges of 
1 ine denied or injured. how can't 
be Judges of the Cenſure deſerved #- Andi in 
as much a they: ſeparated and cunſſiute upon 
this — 3 among others, it is plain hr 
ſar down upot a F oundation Auel op- i 
— — and everſive of all gres· » 62 
UG, r S elves. _ _ "= 
eclefabick Matters, every one of which: 
enioly de a. Mather of Faith 'as- 
M/Cienee, 2 mor 


: * 
1 Go 1 
3 
„ whe, 


. 


YE 


Fx. E the Congregations: of the Separaring' gd 
applying for the ſame, hay declaring, 


bp * 
4, ” : 
% p * > 
1 
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Sk heavy. Yokes as were impo 


and Tul to judge - in all Eccleſiaſtick 
e ally wich Meirifters; as the uniform 
Faser this Church ever ſince the Reſot 
wation deth eleatly evince; and all who haveſ 6 
written in Defence of the Conſtitution and Go. 1 
 wernmenbthereof, do ſtrenuouſſy aſſert, ſuch as 
| Rutherfoord, Gilleſpey; Principal Forreſter ane 
othets This Scheme plainly lays a Founda- 
tion for Miniſters aſſuming a Negative to them 
ſelves over Elders, and conſequently paves the 
May for a Dioceſian and domineering Powe 
iin Miniſters, never given them by _ N 
ous Head of the Church'in his Word. 
. > 6, Their impoſing new Terms 0 
nion upon the Conſciences of the Lord? — 
in a moſt arbitrary and dogmatick Manner, b 
their own pretended Authority, without — 
leaſt Shadow of a Warrant from Seripture, o 
be Practice of any reformed Church ag cabll 
thereunto, as is evident in the above Petitior 
and Repreſentations n their ſeveral Dew: 
Fgregations. 
For theſe Reaſons: the Synod ;udhed? it 
and is their neceſſary Duty from the Word 8 
God, to grant Supply of Preaching to theſe 1 


they could not in their Conſciences fubwir 
b 

tut iat che behoved; to refiify againſt. 
n ſinful] 3 8 by 15 
that walied 


the Conſideration of the very End and Def 
of the Secoſſlon, which was to relieve GS, 
oppreſſed Heritage thro* the Land, and they | 
looked upon the Complainers to be more grie- 
vouſſy mt by the Separating Brethren, A 
than ever they were by the corrupt Party in 
the preſent eee of this Church from 


had no ſmall Weight with the Synod to procecd 


upon theſe Brethren, was utterly iruitleſs, altho* _ 
a Letter was ſent to them from the Members Te 
muy of this Synod, in an Extrajudicial Capacity, in 
op! June 1747 within leſs than three Months after 
r, bi their Separation, deſiring a friendly Meeting 
the with them for Prayer and Conference upon 
the Subject of our preſent Differences, yet 

nothing was returned but Haugbty and impericus 
Refuſals, as will appear from the ſaid Letter and 
Anſwers thereto, inſert Wer" the 5 
| ct 


V bit 1 * 


* — "WT? 264, . 1 
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bliſhed in a Pamphlet, iptitled, A Narrative of the Seps- 
4 755 of the . Majority, of Me embers from the Aﬀociate. Pres- 
tery G Danferine 3 | 1 Lat Sc, Yer for the Sake of the 
Leader who may not have. the | * Fowl, at Hand, ibe 
Sa 809 by 
9 Hays 3 
t e and directed to the Rev. Mr. Thomgs Mair 

Miniſter of the Goſpel at Groth, i follows, —— 
Ares * dane Ms * 2 * ugh WE 3 
bee © | | . "2. 5. 8 ' 


fe 
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10 grant he N of «the endes eee, them —— 


whom they made Seceſſion. Moreover, it 


to this Step, that all the Pains they had taken 4 


| * Altho' the JON Lenker and Py were cf : 5 1 


Probes to give them a, Place here. 47 5 
by Mr.“ Ebenezer E1 pH Name of. de reſt | : 8 


"$Y 

Jet notwi RUS; Ph a ep 

Treatment, the Sywad ſent them andi ber Let- 
ler in April 1748. which is inſert above, der 

4 4 fing again (even aſter they bad begun their 

| pretended Cenſuring M ori) a Meeting with 

* Frs as in the former Letter, for Prayer and 


_ nne 3 as A of our _ 
1 * , s * 1 > i: bg 4 i 
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x „ The Members of * | Aﬀeciat 8753 0 cel met in \ this 

A | „ Thes Having in the Interval of one of their Meetings, 

© - *-gommuncd together extrajudicially, anent the Circum- 

3 +. ances which you and we are brought into in adorable 

|  *:Proyidence 4 and conſidering, that whereas it is ſyppoled 
dere are two Aſſociate Synods at preſent, acting in Op- 

+ 0 poſition td one another, what fatal and pernicious Con- 
. this muſt neceſſatily have among the People 

6 onder dur Inſpection, both in this Country and elſewhere 

is evident, as tending natively. to break and rend them 

0 Pieces, and conſequently, marring the Succels of the 

ü © Goſpel; and hindering the Progreſs of witneſſing Work 

3% 5 2 — them; and opening the Mouths of Enemies a- 

pi de Te for the covenanted Reſormat ion, 


we all cqually profeſs to maintain; and thus hardning 


date preſent Generation in their Atheiſm, Infidelity, and 
E ** *..Oppolition to the Way of God and Godlineſe, and to- the 
= _ .* Name and Honour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 
1 _ © Therefore the Brethten were unanimouſly of Opinion, 
2 that pd wide the preſent Breach is made in holy Pro- 
enge between yoy and them, yet it is their, Duty to 
3 N 5 with thele Brethren, even when it ſeems to y 
_ 5 Fo ng, and'to'cadeavour that no Mean be negle&ed 
3 1 their Part, for healing the Breach, and preventing 
=: Critjnaarion of ſuch a diſmal Rug uptute.-- Eros 
3 2 nd, the 
Y Meeting 


Kane to propoſe onto you,” that there he a 
Wirt yon and tet, 'in order to W 
ſor ung . we can be 


* 
* 


mas * / upoi the; ne 
of the Petitions which tame from their (ons 
gregotions, but they were ſo far from 
ing with this reaſonable Demand, that _ 
eh e the leaſt urn $: 1 - 

1170 wich 


a 3 10 dee in \the "Vans sf ihe Spice nd the Bond 

« of Peace ; and for endeavouriny as it becomes theſe that 

© love the Truth-and Peace, to be found (in the Uſe of 
„ fuch appointed Means) waiting upon him wd is the 
ined” © God of Peace, that can bruiſe Satan under their Feet 5 and 
this . ſaying. Come and let us return ante the Lord, for be hath 
. « torn and be aer wp he hath ſmitten ond will bind us 
um- . . That the Deſign the fore ſaid Propoſal might nit 
able IN « ip fruſtrate, the Brethren did not chuſe to mend ina. 
oled . judicial Way, nor intend the Conference ſhould de upon 

he Footihg of. Church. authority, but metely as Brethren 

a00- Wc 6 qually bound by our Covenant of Peace. and Love,. t 
ple 11 Harmony in the Lord, that his Name may yet 
here iN: be Honovied among us, his People Se and his 
hem . Work advanced. This in the Name, aha at the Def 5 


hens of the Wo "3 is from, « ; Ex 
15 , 2 5 mf Haun in Ms Lord, vo 

| rue. ö 

yy mos. 5 | Enturzen Exzzixe, 


P. S. With Submiſſion it is p propoſed, that the Time 
* and Place of Meeting be at Din/ormiine, Tueſday the 
2 iſt of July. Your Anſwer is expected as foon as 
* poſſible, that in caſe the Motion is refuſed, I may have 
Aceeſs to prevent the unneceſſary upcoming of "the 
* Brethren at that Time. 
esd not add, in Regard the Nature of the Thi 
ars it; that this — to all the Brathre 
155 "in Gonbection with you on your. Side of the River, 
Another Copy 


be communicate to tlie Bretfiren Cconcern'd. on Li 
n be 2 South. dus of Firth: e 
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nich the Syno: 1 that 
they were reſolutely bent upon continuing in 
could not any longer delay, anſwering the 
- - repeated Demands. of their People for Supply 
>... of Preaching and other Church Privileges. 
From. what has been above obſerved, anent 
de aut and ſinful Pratices of the Se 
= or O——— — — * — 
+ The ANSWERS by Mr. Mair and Mr. Gib in Name the 
andl bath uf them directed to the Rev. Mr Ebenezer Er ſtin! 


1 1 a. 
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Narben af the Goſpel at Stiplig, are as follow, * Ee 
/%%/%é%%%% / roche ak 90 es nt ced: 
EN . and D. 8. ; I r dt ot 
"© Freceived your Miſſive, which I communicated to the 
| © Brethren who were met here; we are heartily ferry for 
Ide preſent Poſture of Affairs, but defire to adore the Lord 
* in his Diſpenſations of Proyidence, hoping that though 
hey are humbling to us, yet by them he will exalt him- 
W.- ei The Affair you write of concerns the Aſſociate 
Ssynod; and the Method of Coaleſcenge you mention, or 


o 


, ©. +© the Way of. being received back to a Seat in the Synod, 
is notour to you, and the Brethren with you, from the 
Acts and Proceedings of the Synod ; from all which it i 
\  ©Zealy to learn how you are to apply yourſelves unto them 
dt rheir Meeting the firſt Tueſday of Huguſt next. Though 
iii is our Endeavour to pray heartily for you every Day 
- - _ .* and although we do maintain all due Regard to you an 
”  _-" £* the/Brethren, yet your Propoſals are abſolutely inconſiſt 
= ,- :. 5 ent with ſupporting the Teſtimony of the Day, whicl 
= '  * wecobld ſhew from many Reaſons, moſt of which we 

i lieve, may eaſily occur to yourſelves, and which we for 
beer to narrate particularly, leſt it ſhould rather prove irri 
mating, than a Mean of ſoſtning you. Wiſhing the Lord ma) 
Anclioe you to fall in with the healing Meaſures laid dow 
Din the Adds of the Synod, and make you ſenſible how fa 

_ , "* yoU have increaſed your Fault, by conſtituting yourſelvey 
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Abundance of Ground, to proceed .againk ' 
them with the Cenfures of the Church, and 
the nod are of Opinion that they ſuſiij ds 
er vs to be proceſſed for that End: But as ſome _ 
Things are lawful which are not expedient, 
so the Synod did not judge it expedient at pre- 
ent, to take any Step that Way, but entirelx 7 
to delay and ſupercede the Conſideration of een 
ſaying to reclaim their offending Brethren, in 4 
anelthe Way of exerciſing Church Diſcipline by .- © 
meg d. lde, &c. till the Lord in his adorable + 
. Providence, ſhould pave the Road for ſuch Pro- 
N cedure, ſo as that there might be ſome Probabi. —_ 
> the lity of the Ends thereof being anſwered; and 
ry fol in the mean Time to ſagply, or even plant the 
Lord. Congregations of ſuch ds remain obſtinate in 
Jough their preſent Courſe, without cenſuring thew , - 2 
immediately, or before hand, any other WM, 
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*-anwitrantably into a pretended | 
dutiful Reſpects to you, and the Brethrery with you, 
This in Name, and at the Deſire of all the Brethren here, - 

$94.2 e © - © TT 
Mien, fins And humble Servant in the s 
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Synod 4 and offering 
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5 Tuenas MAIR- 
Having received your Letter of June 19th, and have 
ing etribraced the firſt proper Occaſion for communieating 
* the ſame to my Brethren concern'd on this Side of 'the 
* River, by doing ſo betwixt Sederunts, to ſach of them 
© as mot here this Week in Presbytery ; the Anſwer now 
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n AY Boi pphes. Neither i is ; this i 
„any Breach of the Order of the 
10 0 Age e Goa hat a tender Regard to the 
_ Diſcipline. thereof, as will appear from the 
ATollowing Grxounys upon which the 10 
wet in this Affair. | 
=: 7 I. The Apoſtle exhorts us Rows i iv. 1 
; follow ter the Things which mate 2 
Peace, and Things wherewith one may edify 
another, and-1 Cor. xiv. 26. Let all Things 
ee done to edifying ; ; from whence it follows, 
chat the great End of all Eccleſiaſtick Diſci- 
” - pline, is the Glory of Godin the Edification of 
Church, as well as of the Offending Party. 
Aud whereas it appears, from the furious and 
| 225 3 'of the 8 Brethren, "that | 


=. | 2 1 EL 2 — 3 * 
3 g © As to the — — which we are 
= | Le, into with ſome dear Fathers and Brethfen, we 


1 * inal ſuitable Ways: But we have no Freedom to fall 
n with:the Propoſal made by the Brethren you ſpeak of; 
TIN be conſideriag on the one Hand, that they have plainly in- 
* terwoven with their Propoſal, an Aſſertion of their Sy- 
* nodical Conſtitution, a Juſtification of their own. Con- z 
duct in the r and a Condemnation of the poſe 
44 * Aſſociate Synod ;+———and coplidering, on the other Hand, 
IB * that the Affair writ of is the Synod's Work, which is 
1 aten, judicarg;— ſo that the Method of Coaleſcence 
EES 15 is already concluded upon. | 
\.-- */Byt.nat chuſing to, enlarge here, n is offered, 
; + and in Name of the Brethren, ſoreſaid, with duifal 
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moſt age ' exaſperated, to whom there * 
fore Churc Cent ſures, in ſach Circumſtanges, 
could not. e e applied; EAT anus 8 
that many of the People are ſadly imposd 


upon, by their bold 1 calumnious Reflec- 
tions upon their Brethren, together with their 


high. Pretences to uncqmmon_ Reformation, | 
which may alſo influence fome ſetious and - 
well-meaning Chriſtians, like the two 2 75 
Men who went with Abſalom, to ud 
of their Conduct thro? Simphcity, ty OW- 
ing any 'Thing of the dangerous. Nature 0 a 
Tendency thereof; for t his Reaſon, the Synad- 
were of the Judgment, that in ſuch a Gircum- 


ſtantiate Caſe, it would neither be for the 4 = 
| Feation of the Church of God, nor of out offend: 


ing Brethren themſelves, . to proceed. at wh - 


ftolick Dire Rions above mentioned, 


perceded at the Time. 
II. In as much as the Separating Frethren 5 
have pretended, not only to ſuſpend and ge. 


5 poſe the Miniſters of this. Synod from the. Office 1 : 


of the hol Miniſtry, but 3 to excom- Ss 
municate. . from Sealing — gs ih and 
have even proceeded to deliver ſome of them 
to Satan, not only in 8 Violanon{# * 
they were a Court of Gh 


| 55 = 8 


Rule of this Church,“ That 3 ought 


ine 4+ * 88 a os Mu for Cenbre, but 
* wh Hath been declgted cenſurable by the 


% Word of God, or ſome Act, or univerſal 
1 Cuſtom of this National Church agreeable 
«thereto; ” But alſo in Oppoſition A "what 


their” own Conſciences cannot bur dictate to 


them, unleſs they are given up to very ſtrong 
Deluſion, namely, that it mult be an heinous 
Sun to attempt to ſtigmatize the Charaders of 


know, Fave all along endeayoured to appear 
'& firmly, according to their Meaſure, in the 
Intereſt of his Kingdom, as any of themſelves 
ever could pretend to, and againſt whom no- 
thing can be alledged either as to their Conver- 
Van or Doctrine. But, tho? this Synod have 
_ Juſt Ground to proceed to the Ordinary Cenſures 
of) the' Church upon theſe Brethren, the . 
ing been mamfeſtly guilty of what hath been 
declared Ceſurable by the Word of God, and 


the Ace and univerſal Cuſtom of this Church 


_ ugreeable* thereto; yet as Mutual Cenſures 
and Excommunications would be'a great Scan- 
Aol in the Church, and evidently tend to her 
VDeſtruckion, 


quite contrary to the true End 
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 matical Principles and Practices, and are draw. 
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walketh diforderly, and not after the" Tua. 
on which he received of us. Rom. xvi. 17. 
them which cauſe Diviſions and & Offences, 6 
trary to the Di rin which ye have learns 


ſary, that, to warrand this withdr 
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ons of the Times, and 1255 ht all Church 
Diſcipline, ina great Meaſure, into Contempt ; - 
So, if ſuch Eenſures were mutual theſe fad and 


difmat Effects would be more increaſed, and 


the fatal Influence of them more palpably felt. 
III. When Miniſters are drench'd in L 


fuſe to be reformed ; in this Caſe, the Duty 
of the Lord's Remnant, who deſire to kcef 
their Garments clean, is plain from the Word, 
2 Thef. iii. 6. We command you Brethren, 'in 
the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that % 
withdraw yourſelves from every rot ber e 


and avoid them. Neither i; it alwuys gege 


proceed to inflict the Cenſures of 25 % 
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„Thus the Synod at Feruſalem, Acts xv. 


Alert the Truth, in.the great Point of Juſtifi- 
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ine of che judaizing 7 eachers, 
= up the Neceſſity and Mer 


y condemned theſe ſchiſmatical Principles 
Practices i in theſe 10 


troubling wem with 4 


juſtly. obſerve, in their Jus divinum Reg. Ec- 
Tad P. 247. © This was not only a Warn- 
. to the Churches, to note {uch falſe 


2 


2 0 


* abeir Doctrines and Ways were ſo ex ly 
nd.“ Juſt ſo, the Aſſociate Syn 


forghe-preſent, in a judicial Condemnation 
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a eachers, with the juſt 
 Cenſure of going ou from the Church, and 
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Souls, ver. 24. And as the London Miniſters 


Peachers, avoid them and withdraw from 
hut alſo was a virtual Admonition 
ig theſe falſe Teachers themſelves, whil'ſt 
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find that the Apoſ?les in this Ca 


Synod has done upon theſe Teachers, who had. 
by their pretended. Zeal, ſubtily inſinuated 
themſelves into the Affections of the People, 

whom they blindiy and implicitely led, but 
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12ſt to do it, upon a proper Occaſion, when it 


| ſhould be more for the general Edification of 
the Church. Two een may ſuffice to 


illuſtrate the Apoſtobick A 0 in this Mat- 
al. v. 12. 7 would (ſays he) they 


ſtle Paul, 


were cut off which trouble on. Fhe Gene- 


rality of Interpreters by cutting of here, un- 
derſtand Church Cenſure by Excommunication. 
But then, why dath the Apoſtle only wis mn 
it? Why doth he not greſerameror command io 
excommunicate them? “ To this” (ſays the 
learned Gilleſpy in his Aaron's Rod P. 2870 
« We may either anſwer as Beza, that the 
4 Apoſtle PayPs Authority at that Pime, was 
extremely blaſted and weakned in the 
ies of Galatia, Or thus, The Apo. 
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« Excommunicate theſe whom he means: Fa or 4 « 
« which Cauſe he would not peremptorily 
« command their Excommunicatian, renitente 
* Eccleſia (againſt the Church's WHl), but far: 
« beareth for that Seaſon, wiſhing for better © 
« Times,” . To the like Purp ole, the fame 
Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Churches of C Corinth, 2 
Cor. X. 6. Having i in Readineſs to re ven 7 
A Diſabedience, when- your Obedience is fu 

4 „The Apoſtle (gays the foreſaid Au- 

"* thor P. 288, 40 9.) is in that Cha 757 con. 

4 futing the Calaniny, of ſuch as ſai 77 hin 
8 His 'E piſtles. were weighty and. powerful 

« and 55 ſpeak of great Things; but when hi 

= He himſelf: is bodily preſent, he doth but el 
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4 is weak, and almoſt contemptible. In an- K 
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10 deiltoy. mortal Souls, aud to ſhut the Goſpel Door | 
. epened for their Salva! 1 
7” Upoil the wulle, Alt hol the Separating Brethren be tread- 
28 Footſteps of Diatrephes, in ite ch and: denineer. 
"Power. they aſſume i themſelves, and in the cruel 
d nnwartantable. Cenfayes ey have preſum'd, to paß; 
et this Hub, according-to the above Patterns, laid out 
| before us in the Word for our Imitatjon, judge it proper, 
in this Day of ſuch Diviſion and Deluſion, to acquieſee in 
alia! Condemnation of the Schiſmatical Principles and 
: 3 aces. of theſe Separating Brethren, -and in relieving 
their oppreſſed People, groaning under the heavy Yokes and 
_ Frievors-Blirdens which they have impoſed upon them; 
Lites tie Synod. did and da, upon the Gtounds alave 
- mefitto together with thoſe cdptain'd in the Act of Nul- | 
© Th, 5 5 DEN the ſaid Principles and Practices as Schiſ 
ey, and re/olve not oply to ſupply the People, whom 
ve deſertetl ſor continuing upon their former Grounds 
3 from the prejent Jutlicatories of the Church of 
Soerland, with + Werke der lens as the Lord ſhall ON 
"their Way, allow them Moderations i in Calls, if hey 
Tar" the * gt in a regular Way;  deferring any fur Bey 
N it ſhall be foond, in the Courſe n Provi- 
enge to be for mote general Edißcation. ; 
ES conclude,. We Bile to initate the — * our 
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'Lord, and to /earn of Him, who is meek and lowly in N 
N Heart, do when He was reviled, reviled not again ; When 
8 Ae Juffeted, He threatned not, but commited Himſelf ts Hite 
thut | Tuigeth: righreouſly 1 And Who has fad, Vengeance it 
mine, 1 will repay. We traſt, That the Wrath of Man 
and the Remainder thereof He will reſtrain, . 
., *Whereih anz deal 5 DE He will be above.: | 
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